
Phone: (518) 436-3190
www.thruway.ny.gov/oursystem/environmental/waterquality.html

For additional information about the Thruway
Authority’s Stormwater Management Program,
contact:

Environmental Services Bureau
200 Southern Boulevard
P.O. Box 189
Albany, NY 12201-0189

THE THRUWAY AUTHORITY IS WORKING 

TO PROTECT CLEAN WATER IN NEW 

YORK STATE.  THE GOAL OF THE 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN IS 

TO PREVENT THE POLLUTION OF 

STORMWATER RUNOFF FROM ALL  

THRUWAY FACILITIES.

NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY:
WORKING WITH YOU TO PROTECT

CLEAN WATER

NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY:
WORKING WITH YOU TO PROTECT

CLEAN WATER



WHAT IS THE ROLE OF
PHOSPHORUS AND NITROGEN IN
THE ENVIRONMENT?

Phosphorus and nitrogen play major roles in

the production of energy and are key nutrients

necessary for the growth of plants and animals.

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF 
PHOSPHORUS AND NITROGEN?

Phosphorus and nitrogen occur naturally in

minerals and soil, animal

waste, and plant material.

Runoff from agriculture

and development, pollution

from septic systems and 

sewers, and other human-

related activities increase

both inorganic nutrients and

organic substances in aquatic ecosystems.

Even grass clippings and

leaves entering the storm

sewers can be a problem.

Studies have shown that

decomposition of these

organic materials increase

the levels of phosphorus in water bodies.


