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1. Introduction 
This document presents the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for involvement of agency and public 
stakeholders in the Rehabilitation of the South Grand Island Bridges.  

The New York State Thruway Authority (Authority) will apply for a Federal Bridge Investment 
Program (BIP) Grant in September 2022. The BIP Grant decision will dictate whether the 
Authority can pursue a more ambitious or less ambitious work scope.  If the grant is not awarded 
to the Authority, project work will be limited to emergency-need bridge repairs with little 
opportunity to incorporate public involvement. If the grant is awarded to the Authority, the 
Authority will be able to pursue a much broader work scope that will warrant public involvement 
activities. This plan has been developed for the latter case. The work scope is described in 
Section 2 of this plan. 

The goal of the plan is to actively encourage participation, comments, and ideas from those who 
use, host and/or are impacted by this project. Throughout the project’s development, public 
involvement is an important component. Early, frequent, and continued efforts to involve the 
public are intended to address community concerns and needs while meeting the project's goals 
and Authority's operational and maintenance needs. 

The Project’s public involvement process will provide opportunities for interested stakeholders 
to learn about the project, follow its progress, and provide comments to be considered by the 
project development team as the project is advanced. By utilizing public outreach, the Authority 
intends to achieve the goal of securing the highest quality outcome through the exchange of 
ideas regarding the project’s purpose, proposed improvements, impacts, and effectiveness. 

This PIP explains how public participation will be achieved throughout the project’s life. 
Stakeholders to be included in the public involvement process will be diverse, including other 
transportation agencies and organizations; regulatory agencies; elected and appointed officials; 
civic, business and trade organizations; freight and motorist representative organizations, 
residents, the traveling public, and other interested parties.  

 

2. Project Information 
As shown in the Project Location Map, below, the project is located along I-190, from Milepost 
914.35 to Milepost 914.99, in the Towns of Grand Island and Tonawanda, Erie County, New 
York.  
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Figure 1 - Project Location Map 

 

 

 

If a Federal BIP Grant is awarded to the Authority, this project will rehabilitate and strengthen 
deteriorated sections of conditionally at-risk, poor-rated elements of the two South Grand Island 
Bridges (BIN# 5043981 and BIN #5043982) crossing the Niagara River between Grand Island 
and Tonawanda. The project scope will include strengthening and repairing both bridges to 
address condition issues; improving wearing surface friction on both bridges to improve vehicle 
safety; safety improvements on both bridges for maintenance personnel; seismic resiliency 
improvements on the southbound bridge; restoring an unusable sidewalk on the southbound bridge 
and improving bicycle and pedestrian connectivity between existing shared-use trail systems on 
both sides of the bridges. 

3. Stakeholders 
A key part of the PIP is to identify persons, groups, or organizations who may or will be affected 
by the project and invite them to be involved in the project development process. The following 
is a list of stakeholders that have been included on a project contact list, which will be updated 
based on the individual, geographic needs of this project, and as additional stakeholders are 
identified.  
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The Traveling Public 
• Thruway patrons 
• Patrons of established shared-use trail systems in the vicinity of the project area 

including the Niagara Greenway’s Shoreline Trail and the Empire State Trail 

State and Federal Agencies 
• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
• United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
• New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYS 

OPRHP)  
• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 
• New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) 

City, County, Town Jurisdictions 
• Erie County 
• Town of Grand Island 
• Town of Tonawanda 
• City of Niagara Falls 
• City of Buffalo 

 
Elected and Appointed Officials 

• US Senator - Senate Majority Leader -The Honorable Charles Schumer  
• US Senator - The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand  
• NYS Senate Transportation Chair - The Honorable Timothy M. Kennedy 
• NYS Senator - The Honorable Sean M. Ryan 
• NYS Congressional Representative - The Honorable Brian Higgins   
• NYS Assembly Transportation Chair - The Honorable William B. Magnarelli  
• NYS Assemblymember - The Honorable William Conrad 
• NYS Assemblymember – The Honorable Angelo Morinello 

Civic, Business, and Trade Organizations  
• Buffalo-Niagara Partnership  
• Grand Island Chamber of Commerce  
• Associated General Contractors of New York State (AGC) 
• Fair Apportionment of Infrastructure Revenue (FAIR) 
• Trucking Association of New York (TANY) 
• New York Roadway and Infrastructure Coalition (NYRIC) 
• New York State AFL-CIO  

Transportation and Transit Organizations 
• GObike Buffalo 
• Niagara Frontier Transit Authority (Metro Bus and Rail, Buffalo Niagara Airport, 

Niagara Airport) 
• Niagara International Transportation Technology Coalition (NITTEC) 
• Niagara River Greenway Commission  
• American Automobile Association (AAA) 
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4. Community Impact Assessment 
Throughout the project development stages, the effects of the project on local communities and 
quality of life will be evaluated. The Authority will solicit the public’s input to identify 
community concerns and solutions.  

5. Public Involvement Objectives 
• Establish early and continued public engagement and communication with stakeholders, 

including the traveling public. 

• Work with known local stakeholders to identify any additional stakeholders, including 
members of traditionally underserved communities, and the best means and locations to 
communicate with them.  

• Present complete information to the public to promote understanding of and interest in the 
project. 

• Identify public concerns regarding potential impacts of the project. 

• Build local community support. 

• Encourage effective public outreach by identifying a range of public communication 
methods, including electronic, written, and verbal communication. 

• Encourage effective public outreach by selecting physical meeting and information sites, 
if needed, that are strategically located and conveniently accessible within the project 
area. 

• Ensure consideration of public and agency input during the project development process 
by providing appropriate opportunities to elicit participation. 

• Build consensus that the project’s public participation process is fair, inclusive, and 
responsive. 

6. Public Involvement Activities 
This section describes the various activities and tasks that have been, or will be, completed to 
meaningfully engage communities and organizations affected by the project. The Authority will 
ensure that activities are accessible to all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, and sex. 

In Summer 2022, the Authority developed a non-residential project contact list, including the 
stakeholders identified in Section 3 of this plan. Initial outreach to stakeholders was conducted to 
share information about the project purpose and determine if stakeholders would support the 
Thruway’s application for a Federal Bridge Investment Program (BIP) Grant. The Authority 
responded directly to any questions that stakeholders had about the project, and numerous 
stakeholders furnished letters of support, which are included in PIP Appendix A. 

The BIP Grant decision will dictate whether the Authority can pursue a more ambitious or less 
ambitious work scope.  If the grant is not awarded to the Authority, project work will be 
limited to emergency-need bridge repairs with little opportunity to incorporate public 
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Figure 2 - Western NY Welcome Center 

involvement. If the grant is awarded to the Authority, it will be able to pursue a much broader 
work scope that will warrant public involvement. In the latter case, the Authority will proceed 
with the following public involvement activities. 

The Authority will work with known stakeholders on the contact list to identify any additional 
stakeholders, and the best methods of communicating with them. This will include working 
with local stakeholders to identify and reach out to traditionally underserved communities.  
Communication with the traveling public must also be considered.  

Communication methods that may be implemented include: 

• Publish a public project webpage on the Authority’s website 
(https://www.thruway.ny.gov) to communicate information about the project.  An e-mail 
address, phone number, and mailing address will be provided to gather feedback.  The 
webpage will be updated and maintained throughout the design and construction phases 
of the project. 

• Provide links to the Authority’s project webpage from stakeholders’ webpages, as 
appropriate and practicable. 

• Provide links to the project webpage on the Authority’s social media platforms, 
including Twitter and Facebook. 

• Develop a printed information brochure or project information page to distribute at 
strategic locations, e.g., regional Thruway Service Areas, the Authority’s Western New 
York Welcome Center in Grand Island, community centers in affected towns and cities.  
The print document will include an e-mail 
address, phone number, mailing address to 
provide comments, and a website address and 
QR code for additional project information. 

• This project will not require a Public Hearing. 
However, if interest in particular communities 
or organizations is high, the Authority will 
schedule a meeting in a fully accessible 
location, convenient to the interest area and 
appropriately publicized with advisories, to 
present information on the project and solicit 
feedback. 

7. Agency Coordination and Involvement 
The PIP provides for coordination with other affected government bodies and regulatory agencies. 
The Authority will coordinate with other agencies and seek their active involvement throughout 
project development. 

8. Schedule 
If the BIP Grant is awarded, the initial public involvement activities identified in Section 6 of this 
plan will be conducted through the Fall of 2022 and Spring of 2023.  The project webpage, and 

https://www.thruway.ny.gov/
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the communication channels provided on it, will be maintained through the completion of 
construction in Winter 2025. 

9. Updating and Documentation 
This project PIP was last updated on September 3, 2022.  It will be incorporated into all NEPA 
and/or SEQR documents, as appropriate.
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Stakeholder Letters of Support 
 
 



 
 

August 18, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 

I write in support of the application submitted by the New York State Thruway Authority 
for funding from the Bridge Investment Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. Funding from this program will support the Authority’s project to rehabilitate the 
South Grand Island Bridges on a section of the Niagara Thruway (I-190) in Western New York. 

 
Interstate 190 is a north–south auxiliary Interstate Highway that connects I-90 in Buffalo, 

New York with the Canada-U.S. border near Niagara Falls. The freeway bisects downtown Buffalo 
before crossing Grand Island and travelling around the outskirts of Niagara Falls, then crossing the 
Niagara River on the Queenston-Lewiston Bridge into Ontario. The South Grand Island Bridge 
consists of a pair of two-lane truss arch bridges spanning the Niagara River between Tonawanda and 
Grand Island in New York. Each bridge carries one direction of Interstate 190 and New York State 
Route 324. Both crossings are operated by the New York State Thruway Authority as part of the 
Niagara Thruway. The southbound span was opened in 1935 and acquired by the State of New York 
in 1950. The northbound span was finished in 1963.  
 

The requested funding will be used to rehabilitate the South Grand Island Bridges on the 
Niagara Thruway to provide a long-term improvement to the corridor, maintaining community 
connections across I-190 and enhancing the overall safety for motorists and the quality of life for 
residents in this area. The project will address critically-needed steel repairs to both South Grand 
Island structures of I-190, incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential 
transportation link to actively serve in its intended network purpose following a 2,500 year seismic 
event, and perform safety improvements to the deck of the southbound structure.  Additionally, this 
project will make improvements to re-open the sidewalk on the southbound bridge to pedestrians 
and bicyclists, and will include amenities to enhance connectivity, navigation, and comfort for non-
motorized travel on the bridge. 
 

I ask that you please give this application your full consideration. If you have any questions 
or desire further information, please do not hesitate to contact my staff member, Ryan Kambich, at 
(202) 224-4451. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senator 





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 9, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: SUPPORT for NYSTA’s BIP application for the South Gand Island Bridges 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
It has been conveyed to me that the New York State Thruway Authority will apply for $25 million under 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Bridge Investment Program (BIP) for the rehabilitation of the 
South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway (Interstate 190).  I write to convey my support for 
this application. 
 
Extending the life of the South Grand Island Bridges is critical to the ability of U.S. manufacturers and 
other producers to export their goods to Canada, America’s leading trading partner.  Interstate 190 is 
the critical link from the rest of the U.S. Interstate system to the Niagara River crossings into Canada.  US 
exports to Canada annually top $255 billion, and the Niagara River border crossings have become the 
highest-volume crossings of the U.S.’ northern border.   
 
The south-bound South Grand Island Bridge is the oldest piece of major infrastructure in the Thruway 
Authority portfolio, having been constructed in 1935.  A failure or a capacity reduction at this critical 
piece of eighty-seven year old infrastructure would appreciably increase costs for U.S. manufacturers 
and other exporters to Canada, and thereby erode the U.S. competitive position in our top export 
market. 
 
This is precisely the type of critical and strategic investment that was anticipated when Congress 
authorized and made appropriations for the BIP in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.  I am pleased to 
commend this application to you.   
 
Thank you very much for your leadership and your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brian Higgins 
Member of Congress 











^^̂ City of Niagara Falls, New York
Robert M. Restaino

^SK,,^7 Mayor
'^(^AT^LX

August 17, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg/ Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave/ SE
Washington/ DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I write in support of the New York State Thruway Authority's $25 million U.S. Department of
Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) Grant application.

The BIP Grant will supplement the cost of a project to rehabilitate both South Grand Island Bridges on a
section of the Niagara Thruway (1-190).

The Niagara Thruway is a 21-mile segment of interstate that connects the City of Buffalo (Erie County) to
the City of Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment serves as a vital corridor for commerce/
connecting points between the United States and Canada, and local communities in between. The

project will address critically needed steel repairs to both South Grand Island structures of the i-190/
incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential transportation link to actively serve

in its intended life network purpose following a 2500-year seismic event, and perform safety

improvements to the deck of the southbound structure. Additionally, this project will perform
improvements to re-open the sidewalk on the southbound bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will

include amenities to enhance connectivity, navigation, and comfort for non-motorized travel on the

bridge.

Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section/ which connects the Town ofTonawanda to

Grand Island. The B!P grant will help provide for the safe/ efficient, and sustainable movement of
people; goods/ and services, while ensuring that surrounding communities/ which includes Areas of

Persistent Poverty and Opportunity Zones benefit from this project.

Rehabilitating the South Grand island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long-term
improvement to this corridor/ maintaining community connections across 1-190 and enhancing the

overall safety for motorists and the quality of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air quality
concerns, upgrade mobility and community connectivity and decrease the need for repeated

maintenance which increase traffic disruptions.

Very truly yours,

-«s

Robert M. Restaino

Mayor

City Hall 745 Main Street, P.O. Box 69 Niagara Falls, NY 14302-0069

email: robert.restaino@niagarafallsny.gov • Telephone: 716-286-4310 • Fax: 716-286-4349







 

 

September 20, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I write in support of the New York State Thruway Authority’s $25 million U.S. Department of 
Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) Grant application.  
 
The BIP Grant will supplement the cost of a project to rehabilitate both South Grand Island Bridges 
on a section of the Niagara Thruway (I-190).  
 
The Niagara Thruway is a 21-mile segment of interstate that connects the City of Buffalo (Erie 
County) to the City of Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment serves as a vital corridor for 
commerce, connecting points between the United States and Canada, and local communities in 
between. The project will address critically needed steel repairs to both South Grand Island 
structures of the I-190, incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential 
transportation link to actively serve in its intended life network purpose following a 2500-year 
seismic event, and perform safety improvements to the deck of the southbound structure.  
Additionally, this project will perform improvements to re-open the sidewalk on the southbound 
bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will include amenities to enhance connectivity, navigation, 
and comfort for non-motorized travel on the bridge. 
 
Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section, which connects the Town of Tonawanda 
to Grand Island. The BIP grant will help provide for the safe, efficient, and sustainable movement 
of people, goods, and services, while ensuring that surrounding communities, which includes 
Areas of Persistent Poverty and Opportunity Zones benefit from this project. 
 
Rehabilitating the South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long-term 
improvement to this corridor, maintaining community connections across I-190 and enhancing the 
overall safety for motorists and the quality of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air 
quality concerns, upgrade mobility and community connectivity and decrease the need for repeated 
maintenance which increase traffic disruptions.  
        
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Karen M. Utz 
Regional Director 

slombardo
Karen's signature



 
 



 
 
August 17, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I write in support of the New York State Thruway Authority’s $25 million U.S. Department of 
Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) Grant application.  
 
The BIP Grant will supplement the cost of a project to rehabilitate both South Grand Island Bridges on a 
section of the Niagara Thruway (I-190).  
 
The Niagara Thruway is a 21-mile segment of interstate that connects the City of Buffalo (Erie County) to 
the City of Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment serves as a vital corridor for commerce, 
connecting points between the United States and Canada, and local communities in between. The project 
will address critically needed steel repairs to both South Grand Island structures of the I-190, incorporate 
resiliency design improvements allowing this essential transportation link to actively serve in its intended 
life network purpose following a 2500-year seismic event, and perform safety improvements to the deck of 
the southbound structure.  Additionally, this project will perform improvements to re-open the sidewalk on 
the southbound bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will include amenities to enhance connectivity, 
navigation, and comfort for non-motorized travel on the bridge. 
 
Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section, which connects the Town of Tonawanda to 
Grand Island. The BIP grant will help provide for the safe, efficient, and sustainable movement of people, 
goods, and services, while ensuring that surrounding communities, which includes Areas of Persistent 
Poverty and Opportunity Zones benefit from this project. 
 
Rehabilitating the South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long-term 
improvement to this corridor, maintaining community connections across I-190 and enhancing the overall 
safety for motorists and the quality of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air quality concerns, 
upgrade mobility and community connectivity and decrease the need for repeated maintenance which 
increase traffic disruptions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kimberley A. Minkel 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Matthew J. Driscoll, Executive Director, New York State Thruway Authority 







 

Fair Apportionment of Infrastructure Revenue 
2660 William Street, Cheektowaga, NY 14227 

(716) 874-3435   Fax: (716) 875-4412 

 
September 1, 2022 
 
RE: NYSTA – Bridge Investment Program Application – I-190 SGI bridge repairs 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Honorable Buttigieg, 
 
 As representatives of the FAIR (Fair Apportionment of Infrastructure Revenue of Western New York) 
Committee, we are in total support of the New York State Thruway Authority’s grant application seeking 
federal grant funding from the BIP (Bridge Investment Program) for the Niagara Thruway Interstate I-190, 
South Grand Island Bridges Rehabilitation. 
  
 With the FAIR Committee of WNY representing well over 250 construction companies, engineering 
firms, material supplier and manufacturers, local trades unions, municipal agencies, specialty subcontractors 
and trade organizations our members are reliant upon a healthy infrastructure industry that meets the needs 
of our community and maintains the quality of life for residents in this area. 
 
 With over 13 million vehicles per year traveling on these twin bridges over the Niagara River between 
the Towns of Tonawanda and Grand Island, this route is a critical north-south transportation corridor for 
Western New York as well as accessing the Canadian border. The safety, efficiency, and reliability of the 
movement of people and freight on this route is of paramount importance. Rehabilitating the South Grand 
Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long-term improvement to this corridor as well as 
upgrade mobility and community conductivity and will decrease the need for repeated routine maintenance 
with increased traffic disruption. Additionally, this project will perform improvements to sidewalks and bicycle 
routes to enhance the connectivity, navigation and comfort for non-motorized travel on the bridge structures. 
 
 It is with the full support of our membership that we fully support the Grant Application by the New 
York State Thruway Authority for the Bridge Investment Program for the Niagara Thruway I-190, South Grand 
Island Bridges Rehabilitation. 
  

Respectfully, Your FAIR Co-Chairs, 

   
 

Brad Buyers   Sam Capitano   Ryan Forrestel  



 

New York Roadway and Infrastructure Coalition 
111 Washington Avenue, Suite 501 

Albany, New York 12210 
(518) 436-0786 

office@wearenyric.org 
www.wearenyric.org 

 
 

Marc Herbst 
President 

Long Island Contractors Association - LICA 
 

Ross Pepe 
President-emeritus 

 
Felice Farber 

Treasurer 
 

Stephen Morgan 
Secretary 

Featherstonhaugh,                                                                                                                                                                                     
Wiley & Clyne 

 
 
 

August 18, 2022 

 
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E. 
Washington D.C. 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Bettigieg: 

The New York Roadway Infrastructure Coalition (NYRIC) strongly supports 
the New York State Thruway Authority’s $25 million U.S. Department of 
Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) Grant application.  

The BIP Grant will supplement the cost of a project to rehabilitate both South 
Grand Island Bridges on a section of the Niagara Thruway (I-190).  

The New York Roadway Infrastructure Coalition (NYRIC) is a statewide 
coalition of New York’s highway, mass transit and water infrastructure builders, 
trade unions and project designers that advocate, educate and lobby political 
leaders to adequately fund New York’s vast and aging infrastructure.  

The Niagara Thruway is a 21-mile segment of interstate that connects the City 
of Buffalo (Erie County) to the City of Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment 
serves as a vital corridor for commerce, connecting points between the United 
States and Canada, and local communities in between. The project will address 

Executive Committee 
John T. Cooney, Jr. 
Construction Industry  
Council of Westchester 
& Hudson Valley, Inc. 
 
Michael J. Elmendorf 
Associated General  
Contractors of NYS 
 
John T. Evers, PhD. 
ACEC New York 
American Council of 
Engineering Companies  
 
Daniel J. McGraw 
International Union of 
Operating Engineers 
 
Patrick Purcell 
LECET - NYS Laborers 
 
Robert G. Wessels 
General Contractors 
Association of New York 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wearenyric.org/


critically needed steel repairs to both South Grand Island structures of the I-190, 
incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential transportation 
link to actively serve in its intended life network purpose following a 2500-year 
seismic event, and perform safety improvements to the deck of the southbound 
structure.  Additionally, this project will perform improvements to re-open the 
sidewalk on the southbound bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will include 
amenities to enhance connectivity, navigation, and comfort for non-motorized travel 
on the bridge. 

Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section, which connects the 
Town of Tonawanda to Grand Island. The BIP grant will help provide for the safe, 
efficient, and sustainable movement of people, goods, and services, while ensuring 
that surrounding communities, which includes Areas of Persistent Poverty and 
Opportunity Zones benefit from this project. 

Rehabilitating the South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will 
provide a long-term improvement to this corridor, maintaining community 
connections across I-190 and enhancing the overall safety for motorists and the 
quality of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air quality concerns, upgrade 
mobility and community connectivity and decrease the need for repeated 
maintenance which increase traffic disruptions. 

        Sincerely, 

                                                                                                
                   Marc Herbst                                                 
                                                     President, NYRIC 
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August 18, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
  
The Niagara Thruway is a 21‐mile segment of interstate that connects the City of Buffalo (Erie County) to the City of 
Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment serves as a vital corridor for commerce, connecting points between the 
United States and Canada, and local communities in between. The project will address critically needed steel repairs to 
both South Grand Island structures of the I‐190, incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential 
transportation link to actively serve in its intended life network purpose following a 2500‐year seismic event, and perform 
safety improvements to the deck of the southbound structure.  Additionally, this project will perform improvements to 
reopen the sidewalk on the southbound bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will include amenities to enhance 
connectivity, navigation, and comfort for non‐motorized travel on the bridge.  
 
Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section, which connects the Town of Tonawanda to Grand Island. The 
U.S. Department of Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) grant will help provide for the safe, efficient, and 
sustainable movement of people, goods, and services – while ensuring that surrounding communities, which includes 
Areas of Persistent Poverty and Opportunity Zones, benefit from this project. 
 
Section 11118 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), enacted as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Pub. L. 
117‐58, Nov. 15, 2021), establishing the (BIP). The goals of the BIP are: (1) to improve the safety, efficiency, and reliability 
of the movement of people and freight over bridges; (2) to improve the condition of bridges in the United States by 
(a) reducing the number of bridges in poor condition or in fair condition and at risk of falling into poor condition within the 
next 3 years, (b) reducing the total person miles traveled over bridges in poor condition or in fair condition and at risk of 
falling into poor condition within the next 3 years, (c) reducing the number of bridges that do not meet current geometric 
design standards or cannot meet the load and traffic requirements typical of the regional transportation network, and 
(d) reducing the total person miles traveled over bridges that do not meet current geometric design standards or cannot 
meet the load and traffic requirements typical of the regional transportation network; and (3) to provide financial 
assistance that leverages and encourages non‐federal contributions from sponsors and stakeholders involved in the 
planning, design, and construction of eligible projects.  
 
Rehabilitating the South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long‐term improvement to this 
corridor, maintaining community connections across I‐190 and enhancing the overall safety for motorists and the quality 
of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air quality concerns, upgrade mobility and community connectivity, and 
decrease the need for repeated maintenance which increase traffic disruptions.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in this important matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anthony B. Spada, Jr. 
President‐Chief Executive Officer 



 

 
 
 
 
 

September 2, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
On behalf of the Trucking Association of New York (TANY) I am writing to support the New York State 
Thruway Authority's $25 million U. S. Department of Transportation Bridge Investment Program (BIP) 
Grant application. 

 
The BIP Grant will supplement the cost of a project to rehabilitate both South Grand Island Bridges on a 
section of the Niagara Thruway (I-190).  
 
The Niagara Thruway is a 21-mile segment of interstate that connects the City of Buffalo (Erie County) to 
the City of Niagara Falls (Niagara County). This segment serves as a vital corridor for commerce, 
connecting points between the United States and Canada, and local communities in between. The 
project will address critically needed steel repairs to both South Grand Island structures of the I-190, 
incorporate resiliency design improvements allowing this essential transportation link to actively serve 
in its intended life network purpose following a 2500-year seismic event, and perform safety 
improvements to the deck of the southbound structure.  Additionally, this project will perform 
improvements to re-open the sidewalk on the southbound bridge to pedestrians and bicyclists and will 
include amenities to enhance connectivity, navigation, and comfort for non-motorized travel on the 
bridge. 
 
Each year, there are 13 million trips taken on this section, which connects the Town of Tonawanda to 
Grand Island. The BIP grant will help provide for the safe, efficient, and sustainable movement of 
people, goods, and services, while ensuring that surrounding communities, which includes Areas of 
Persistent Poverty and Opportunity Zones benefit from this project. 
 
Rehabilitating the South Grand Island Bridges on the Niagara Thruway will provide a long-term 
improvement to this corridor, maintaining community connections across I-190 and enhancing the 
overall safety for motorists and the quality of life for residents in this area. It will mitigate air quality 
concerns, upgrade mobility and community connectivity and decrease the need for repeated 
maintenance which increase traffic disruptions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Kendra L. Hems 
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