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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Prioritization Study report describes the methodology and presents the findings of a
Thruwaywide noise barrier prioritization study conducted for the New York State Thruway
Authority (NYSTA).  In January 1998, NYSTA adopted a Noise Abatement Program with goals
of: (1) providing relief to affected communities on a prioritized basis, relying on existing detailed
data documenting noise impacts; and (2) undertaking a comprehensive review of locations where
noise impacts may be severe but remain unquantified.  This is a Type II, or retrofit noise barrier
program, conducted at the option of the NYSTA.

As part of its Noise Abatement Program, the NYSTA commissioned the Thruwaywide Noise
Barrier Prioritization Study. The prioritization study consists of two linked parts:

Initial screening of the Thruway, to identify noise barrier assessment areas meeting the
Authority’s qualifying criteria, and

Measurement, computation and prioritization of the qualifying candidate assessment areas.

This report provides the methodology and findings of the two linked parts.  This study also
reassesses all previously studied locations where noise barriers have been evaluated but that have
not yet been designed and constructed. Prioritization of these previously studied barriers is
superceded by the current study.

Tables 1 and 2, below, provide the priority rankings of all qualifying candidate assessment areas
along the Thruway resulting from this study.  Also, attached in Figures 1A through 1J are the
Noise Assessment Area Location Plans.  The remainder of the report describes the methodology
and reports the findings in greater detail.

Table 1  Noise Barrier Priority Rankings: Tier 1 (1)

Recommended Noise Barrier
Priority
Ranking Div. Site ID

Approx.
Mile Post

Limits
Ground 
Mounted

Length (ft)

Structure 
Mounted

Length (ft)

Height
(ft)

Estimated
Cost

Priority
Index

1 NY NE/Exit 16/SB/3 (2) 5.10  5.75 813 1457 14 $1,577,000 106

2 NY NE/Exit 12/SB/1 1.20  1.75 3220 0 12 $1,753,000 52

3 BUF N/Exit N5/SB/1 3.67  4.06 1600 840 20 $2,111,000 29

4 BUF ML/Exit 56/EB/1 430.51 431.22 3629 161 18 $2,801,000 27

5 NY NE/Exit 16/SB/2 5.70 – 6.00 3454 86 20 $2,792,000 26

6 NY ML/Exit 4/SB/1 1.40  1.95 1298 1312 12 $1,580,000 25

7 BUF N/Exit N1/NB/2 0.71  0.85 710 0 16 $469,000 24

8 BUF  ML/Exit 50A/WB/1 420.69 421.39 3740 0 14 $2,262,000 23

9 SYR ML/Exit 43/EB/3 336.10 337.20 4970 0 14 $3,008,000 23

10 NY  NE/Conn. Line/SB/1 14.3 – 14.8 3157 583 18 $2,816,000 23

11 NY ML/Exit 3/SB/1 0.90  1.40 0 2882 12 $1,917,000 22

12 NY NE/Exit 16/NB/1 6.75  7.15 2260 0 22 $1,912,000 22

13 SYR ML/Exit 43/EB/1 339.36 339.77 2160 0 18 $1,563,000 22

14 BUF ML/Exit 52A/EB/1 424.30 424.90 3250 0 16 $2,158,000 20

15 BUF ML/Exit 51/EB/1 420.71 421.49 4570 0 14 $2,763,000 20
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Recommended Noise Barrier
Priority
Ranking Div. Site ID

Approx.
Mile Post

Limits
Ground 
Mounted

Length (ft)

Structure 
Mounted

Length (ft)

Height
(ft)

Estimated
Cost

Priority
Index

16 SYR ML/Exit 38/EB/2 284.25 284.77 2650 70 16 $1,829,000 20

17 BUF ML/Exit 51/WB/1 421.74 422.50 3800 0 16 $2,526,000 20

18 SYR ML/Exit 35/WB/1 280.95 281.90 4650 0 16 $3,093,000 17

19 BUF ML/Exit 55/EB/2 428.00 428.35 2000 0 16 $1,329,000 17

20 ALB ML/Exit 19/SB/1 90.18  90.66 2470 90 16 $1,726,000 17

21 BUF ML/Exit 50A/EB/1 420.30 420.67 1750 0 16 $1,166,000 17

22 BUF N/Exit N3/NB/1 2.28  2.90 2895 345 12 $1,807,000 17

23 BUF N/Exit N5/SB/2 3.09  3.50 2137 483 14 $1,674,000 16

24 NY ML/Exit 1/SB/1 0.00  0.57 0 3049 12 $2,028,000 15

25 NY ML/Exit 10/SB/1 16.05  16.69 3340 270 16 $2,444,000 15

26 SYR ML/Exit 31/EB/2 225.47 225.91 1850 70 14 $1,161,000 15

27 NY ML/Exit 6A/NB/1 7.30  8.08 4240 0 20 $3,324,000 14

28 NY ML/Exit 16/SB/1 34.05  34.87 3820 0 12 $2,081,000 14

29 NY ML/Exit 0/NB/1 0.00  0.30 0 1950 10 $1,141,000 13

30 ALB ML/Exit 28/WB/1 182.32 182.95 3210 110 14 $2,028,000 13

31 NY ML/Exit 14A/NB/1 24.65  25.40 3805 145 14 $2,407,000 13

32 NY ML/Exit 15A/NB/1 35.69  36.35 3430 50 13 $2,019,000 12

33 NY ML/Exit 13/SB/1 19.49  20.40 4583 127 12 $2,585,000 11

34 BUF ML/Exit 52/EB/1 421.74 422.66 4830 0 16 $3,211,000 11

35 BUF N/Exit N8/NB/1 5.93  6.17 2420 0 12 $1,318,000 11

36 BUF ML/Exit 56/WB/2 432.86 433.48 3210 0 16 $2,133,000 11

37 SYR ML/Exit 45/EB/1 347.00 347.30 2530 0 16 $1,680,000 11

38 BUF N/Exit N3/SB/1 1.38  1.63 1770 0 14 $1,077,000 10

39 SYR ML/Exit 30/WB/3 232.57 232.80 1720 0 12 $938,000 9

40 NY NE/Exit 17/NB/1 7.80  8.40 2720 260 20 $2,388,000 9

41 NY ML/Exit 12/SB/1 18.00  18.70 4290 0 16 $2,852,000 9

42 NY ML/Exit 2/SB/1 0.35  0.85 0 3448 12 $2,293,000 8

43 BUF N/Exit N3/NB/2 2.92  3.22 1063 807 14 $1,159,000 8

44 NY ML/Exit 15/SB/1 29.36 – 29.96 2627 363 20 $2,422,000 7

SYR ML/Exit 39/EB/1(3) 285.90 286.67 4310 0 18 $3,125,000 7

NY NE/Exit 16/SB/1(3) 6.12 exit ramp 2590 0 12 $1,424,000 4

BUF N/Exit N7/NB/1(3) 5.68  5.85 1740 0 24 $1,571,000 3

BUF N/Exit N2/SB/1(3) 1.10  1.38 2270 0 18 $1,645,000 2

Notes  (1) Tier 1 assessment areas have a minimum of 25 residential units constructed prior to 1976.

(2) This noise barrier was excluded from a previous noise study because a portion of it is located on a
viaduct.  Further investigation, as part of a detailed noise study and preliminary design, is needed to confirm
the feasibility of constructing a noise barrier on this existing viaduct.

(3) – Cost per Residence Benefited exceeds $50,000, and thus is not considered reasonable per the NYSDOT
Noise Analysis Policy.  Therefore, this noise barrier is not recommended for construction and this site does
not receive a priority ranking.
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Table 2  Noise barrier priorities: Tier 2 (1)

Barrier
Priority
Ranking Div. Site ID

Approx.
Mile Post

Limits
Ground –
Mounted

Length (ft)

Structure –
Mounted

Length (ft)

Height
(ft)

Estimated
Cost

Priority
Index

1 ALB ML/Exit 23/NB/1 142.00 142.50 2710 0 18 $1,968,000 16

2 SYR ML/Exit 38/EB/1 284.73 285.47 3750 150 14  $2,379,000 15

3 ALB ML/Exit 23/NB/2 142.50 143.20 3640 0 18  $2,639,000 14

4 NY ML/Exit 16/SB/2 33.57  34.25 3570 220 12  $1,972,000 13

5 BUF ML/Exit 46/WB/1 364.70 365.60 4950 0 18 $3,587,000 12

Notes  (1) Tier 2 assessment area have a minimum of 25 residential units constructed between 1976 and 1998, and
an insufficient (<25) number of residential units constructed prior to 1976.
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